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"WHAT HURT ME MOST"

"To my knowledge, throughout my public and private career,
I have never broken a promise."

Gandhiji issued the following statement to the Press on
16th April:

What has hurt me most about this evening^ demons-
tration is that the demonstrators chose what was for me
a solemn hour of the day. For years, all India kncws^
I have offered, without practically a breach, my evening
prayers in open congregation. Why did they seek my
prayer time to molest me, and what had the numerous
men, -women and children, who at the end of the day had
come to offer their humble prayer to the one and only
God of us all, done to deserve such interference ? Why
was it not enough, seeing that I do not go out except for
prayers, to shout their slogans and wave black flags as I
entered the prayer-ground ? Even that would have been
bad enough. But they continued vigorously to shout
their slogans throughout the prayers. And they were
all my countrymen. Their cries pierced me like arrows
whilst I "was trying to concentrate my mind on the words
of the prayer. I have not attained the power of medita-
tion which makes one impendous to all disturbances
from -without. They knew that if they had invited me to
attend their meeting in order to witness their hostile
demonstration and their wrath, weak as I have been, I
would have gone there and tried to appease them.

I maintain I have not committed any breach of pro-
mise. To my knowledge, throughout my public and
private career, I have never broken a promise. Here,
the very motive for a breach of promise is lacking. But
lest I might have made a promise, however hastily, which
could bear another meaning than the one I had put upon
my letter to the Bhayats of March n, I asked as many legal
friends in Rajkot as I could get together and "warned
them to give their unbiased opinion, and told them that